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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Multi-million-dollar project to construct schools in refugee camps and 

host communities launched in Ethiopia  
 

The project is part of a US$15m grant from the Education Cannot Wait global fund dedicated to 

education in emergencies and humanitarian crisis and will benefit 12,000 children.    

 

Addis Ababa, 10 December 2018:  A project to construct schools in refugee camps and host 

communities in Gambella and Benishangul-Gumuz regions in Ethiopia has been launched. Part of a 

US$15 million two-year investment in refugee education in Ethiopia by Education Cannot Wait, the 

project will construct three new inclusive model secondary schools, 41 classrooms in eight secondary 

schools, and 84 classrooms in four primary schools. About 12,000 children from refugee camps and 

the surrounding host communities - half of them girls – are expected to benefit.  

 

“This project represents a significant step in our efforts to provide children in refugee camps and host 

communities, the opportunity to learn and reach for their fullest potential,” says UNICEF 

Representative in Ethiopia Gillian Mellsop. “Education offers children the best pathway to a better life 

and no child should to be denied that opportunity regardless of their present circumstances.” 

 

The project will result in 3,600 children being enrolled in secondary school and 8,400 in primary 

school. The schools are expected to be ready in time for the 2019-2020 academic year. Each new 

school will be fully equipped with furniture, laboratories, libraries, teachers’ offices, and gender-

segregated latrines. 

 

“Ethiopia has a history of generosity in hosting refugees. The international community must play its 

part and support Ethiopia’s efforts for children and youth uprooted by conflict and violence to fulfill 

their right to quality education and ensure they can learn and thrive,” says Yasmine Sherif, Director 

of Education Cannot Wait.  

 

The project will boost gross enrollment numbers in both regions. Currently, secondary school gross 

enrollment in host communities in Benishangul-Gumuz is 33 per cent and 66 per cent in the Gambella 

Region. The numbers are significantly lower among refugees at 8 per cent and 13 per cent in 

Benishangul-Gumuz and Gambella respectively. 

 

In addition to school construction, Education Cannot Wait is improving the quality of education by 

providing school improvement grants, teaching and learning materials plus improving the capacity of 

teachers to deliver quality and inclusive education. These efforts are benefitting both host and refugee 

communities thereby enhancing the gradual integration of refugee education services into the 

national education system.  

 

Key project partners include the Ministry of Education, the Administration for Refugee and Returnee 

Affairs, UNICEF, and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. 
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### 

 
For more information, please contact:  

Wossen Mulatu, Communication Officer, UNICEF Ethiopia: +251 911308483, wmulatu@unicef.org 

Anouk Desgroseilliers, Advocacy and Communications Advisor, ECW:  +1 917 640-6820, 

adesgroseilliers@educationcannotwait.org   

 

About UNICEF 

UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s most disadvantaged children. Across 190 

countries and territories, we work for every child, everywhere, to build a better world for everyone. For more information 

about UNICEF and its work for children visit www.unicef.org.  

Follow UNICEF on Twitter and Facebook 

About Education Cannot Wait (ECW)  

ECW is the first global fund dedicated to education in emergencies. It was launched by international humanitarian and 

development aid actors, along with public and private donors, to address the urgent education needs of 75 million children 

and youth in conflict and crisis settings. ECW’s investment modalities are designed to usher in a more collaborative 

approach ensuring relief and development organizations join forces to achieve education outcomes. ECW is hosted by 

UNICEF at its Headquarters in New York.   

For more information visit www.educationcannotwait.org. 

Follow @EduCannotWait on Twitter and Facebook 
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